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SC refuses to stay release
of Bihar caste survey data

The top court refuses to order status quo even as petitioners flag data was collected unlawfully;

dismisses notion that its compilation and publication affects privacy; State told to file its response

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday refused

to stay the Bihar go-
vernment from publishing
data collected from its
caste-based survey.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna refused
to be bothered by the fact
that the State had released
the data when petitions
challenging the legality of
the survey was pending be-
fore the Supreme Court.

“You cannot stop a State
government or any govern-
ment from taking a deci-
sion... Yes, if there is an is-
sue with regard to the data,
that will be considered,”
Justice Khanna addressed
the petitioners.

The Bench posted the
case for next hearing in Ja-
nuary 2024, while issuing

there is an issue with

regard to the data, that

will be considered
JUSTICE SANJIV KHANNA

You cannot stop a
State government
or any government from
taking a decision... Yes, if

notice to the State to file its
response to the petitions.

‘Unlawfully collected’
“The main issue here is
that the data was collected
unlawfully and cannot be
acted upon,” advocate Ap-
arajita Singh, who led the
petitioners’ side, argued.
“You will be in some dif-
ficulty on that... we have
read the Patna High Court
judgment [which upheld
the survey] and made a pri-
ma facie view. The High

Court judgment is fairly de-

tailed,” Justice Khanna
observed.

Justice Khanna said the
cardinal issue was “how
much breakdown of data
would be made available to
the general public for the
sake of transparency”. The
court further dismissed
the notion that the compi-
lation and publication of
data affects privacy.

“Privacy is not an issue
4s names, etc., are not pu-
blished,” Justice Khanna

orally remarked.

Ms. Singh persisted that
the court should order sta-
tus quo as the State would
publish more data by the
next hearing in January.

“We are not staying this
at the moment,” Justice
Khanna replied, though at
one point asking Mr. Diwan
why the State had pu-
blished the data when the
case was still pending.

Senior advocate Shyam
Diwan, for Bihar, said the
petitions were at a pre-ad-
mission stage when the
court was still deciding
whether or not to issue for-
mal notice. He said the da-
ta received was extensive
and voluntary from the pe-
ople, and needed to be
analysed in detail to help
identify welfare areas.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8
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SC refuses to stay caste
survey data release

Earlier, the Supreme Court had refused to stay the
uploading of data collected in the caste-based sur-
vey. The Bihar government had argued that the ex-
ercise was a “social survey”. The Patna High
Court, on August 1, had upheld the legality of the
survey. The petitioners had argued that Bihar had
no authority to conduct such a survey, which was
an artempt to usurp the powers of the Centre.

The Union government had maintained that
only the Centre and “no other body™ was entitled
to conduct “either census or any action akin to
census” in its reply to the Supreme Court on the
Bihar government's caste-based survey.

The affidavit said the Centre was “committed to
take all affirmative actions for the upliftment of
SCs/STs/SEBCs and OBCs in accordance with the
Constitution and the applicable law™.
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Nobel Peace Prize 2023 goes to jailed
Iranian activist Narges Mohammadi

Associated Press

Imprisoned Iranian activist
Narges Mohammadi won
the Nobel Peace Prize on
Friday in recognition of
her tireless campaigning
for women's rights and de-
mocracy, and against the
death penalty.

Ms. Mohammadi, 51,
has kept up her activism
despite numerous arrests
by Iranian authorities and
spending years behind
bars. She has remained a
leading light for nation-
wide, women-led protests,
sparked by the death last
year of a 22-year-old wo-
man in police custody.

“This prize is first and
foremost a recognition of
the very important work of
a whole movement in Iran

CM

with its undisputed leader,
Narges Mohammadi,” said
Berit Reiss-Andersen, the
chair of the Norwegian No-
bel Committee who an-
nounced the prize in Oslo.

She said the committee
hopes the prize “is an en-
couragement to continue
the work in whichever
form this movement finds
to be fitting.” She also
urged Iran to release
Ms. Mohammadi
in time for the
prize ceremao-
ny on Decem-
ber 10.

In a state-
ment to The
New  York
Times, Ms.
Moham-
madi
said the

“global support and recog-
nition of my human rights
advocacy makes me more
resolved, more responsi-
ble, more passionate and
more hopeful™.

“Victory is near’
“l also hope this recogni-
tion makes Iranians prot-
esting for change stronger
and more organised,”
she added. *Victory

is near.”

Ms. Moham-
madi, an engi-
neer by training,
has been impri-
soned 13 times
and convicted
five times, ac-
cording  to
Ms. Rediss-
Andersen.
In total,

she has been sentenced to
31 years in prison. Her
most recent incarceration
began when she was de-
tained in 2021 after attend-
ing a memorial for a per-
son  killed in protests
sparked by an increase in
gasoline prices. She has
been held at Tehran's Evin
Prison. Her brother, Hami-
dreza Mohammadi, said he
has not been in touch with
his sister but that the prize
“means a lot to her”.

Ms. Mohammadi is the
19th woman to win the No-
bel Peace Prize, and the se-
cond Iranian woman, after
human rights activist Shi-
rin Ebadi won the award in
2003,

RELATED REPORT
» WORLD PAGE
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Cycles of protests show change in
Iran is ‘irreversible’: Mohammadi

The Nobel Peace Bureate, who wais first armested 22 vears ago, has spent much of the past owo decades in and out of jail

ower her unstinting campaigning for human rights in Iran; she has most recenthy been incarcerated since Novembser 2020

nice France-Presse
PARIS

ights campakgner
Rand 2023 Nobel
Peace laureate

Marges Mohammadi said in
a Seprember interview that
she remained hope for
change in Iran, despite
having no prospect of re-
lease from prison and en-
during the pain of separa-
ton from her famidly.

In the mterview, where
Ms. Mohammadi gave writ-
ten answers to AFP from
Evin prison in Tehran, she
insisted the protest move-
ment that erupted one
year ago in Iran against the
lamic republic = sl

—erw

o

The weakening of the rdigious element has created a vacuum that
the government has nat been able to fill, Mohammadi says.

alive.

First arrested X2 years
ago, Ms. Mohammadi, 51,
has spent much of the past
two decades in and out of
jail over her unstinting

campaigning for human
rights in lran. $he has most
recently been incarcerated
since November 2021 and
has not seen her children
for efghe years.

Whike she could only
witness from behind bars
the protests that broke out
following the death on Sep-
tember 16, 2022 of Mahsa
Amini — who had been ar-
rested for violating lran's
sirict dress rules for wo-
men — she said the move-
ment made clear the levels
of  dissatisfaction  in
soCiety.

Moting that Iran had
even before September
2127 seen repeated protest
outhreaks, she added: “We
have seen cycles of prot-
ests in recent years and
this shows the imeversible
nature of the situatkon and
the scope for the expan-
shon of the protests.”

She said that after “44
years of oppression, dis-
crimination and conting-
ous repression of the go-
VEIMMEent against women"
the protests had “acceler-
ated the process of realis-
ing democracy, freedom
and equality in Iran®.

Ms. Mohammadi said
the protests had involved
people “beyond urban
areas and educated class-
e5”, “The weakening of the
religious  element  has
created a vacuum that the
government has not been
ahle to fll with other eco-
nomic and social factors,

as the government is essen-
tally  ineffective  and
COTTUpPL”
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Saint-Gobain plans
to invest 23400 cr.
more in Tamil Nadu

The Hindu Bureau
CHENMNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Friday assured Saint-
Gobain of his govern-
ment's support for the
firm's plan to make an ad-
ditional investment of
3,400 crore, which will
provide employment to
1150 people.

A release by the compa-
ny said the proposed green
and brownfield invest-
ments would take its total
investments in the State to
over 8,000 crore.

Interacting with the
company’s board of direc-
tors here, the Chief Minis-
ter said the 25-year-long re-
lationship between Tamil
Nadu and the firm started
in 1998 when late Chief Mi-
nister M. Karunanidhi laid
the foundation stone for
the company's facility in
Sriperumbudur. The com-
pany has since invested
around ¥5,000 crore in the
State and provided em-
ployment to 5,000 people
through its manufacturing
facilities in Sriperumbu-
dur, Tiruvallur, and Perun-
durai, the Chief Minister
said and recalled that he
inaugurated another facili-
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ty of the company in Sripe-
rumbudur last March.

He said the company’s
proposed facility in Oraga-
dam and expansion of its
existing facilities in Sripe-
rumbudur, Perundurai,
and Tiruvallur were testa-
ment to the good gover-
nance and the conducive
environment for business-
es prevailing in the State.

E. Santhanam, CEQ,
Asia Pacific and India re-
gion and chairman, Saint-
Gobain India, in a release,
said: “We are investing
3,400 crore across diffe-
rent businesses — glass-
wool, gypsum plaster-
board, plaster, acoustic
ceiling, float glass, solar
glass, adhesives, sealants,
mortars and ceramics — in
our next phase of expan-
sion in Tamil Nadu. As pio-
neers in light and sustaina-
ble construction, we are
well-poised to  provide
building material solutions
that combine perfor-
mance, aesthetics, and sus-
tainability”

Minister TR.B. Rajaa:
Saint-Gobain’s - chairman
Pierre-André " de' Chalen-
dar; CEOQ Benoit: Bazin; and
others took part in the
meeting,.

Revenue riddles

Amid broydly healthy GST inflows, somie
trends need greater scrutiny

gross revenues from the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) stand ar over $9.92 lakh
crore, marking an 11.1% increase over collections
between April and September 2022, The aversge
monthly revenues in 202324 are a healthy
1,65,418 crore, with four of the six occasions thar
the GST kitty has crossed 1.6 lakh crore ocour-
ring in this fiscal. At almost #1.63 lakh crore, Sep-
tember’s GST collections were a tad below the av-
erage, but 2.3% over August’s inflows that had
marked a three-month bow. With the festive sea-
son kicking in, collections over 1.6 lakh crore
may persist through this quarter. The govern-
ment appears comfortably placed regarding GST
revenues in the fiscal comtext, with room to spare
fior some moderation in inflows during the Janu-
ary-March 2024 guarter when the central bank
expects real GDP growth to slow to 5.7% from
T.E% in the first quarter. Beyond the macro resi-
lience that these numbers indicate, a few areas of
concern deserve dioser scrutiny from policymak-
ers and the GST Council which convenes today.
Ome, there is a discernible slowdown in the
growth of GST inflows, which dropped to 10.2%
in September, the dlowest uptick since July 2031
The average growth between July and September
dipped to 1006% in the second quarter from 11.5%
in the first. Growth from domestic transactions
and services imports has slowed to 1% over the
past two months, from 18% in June. It ks impor-
tant tonode that revenues in September, based on
transactons undertaken in August, ako include
pending dues from businesses since the start of
the GST regime in 201718 as the deadline to remiz
them was September 30. Moreover, e-involcing
became mandatory for all firms with a turnover
of over ¥5 crore since August 1, so there was
another compliance push at work. Distilling
these effects is necessary to gauge the extent of
growth that stemmed from actual consumption
and production upticks. That a record 9.34 crore
e-way bills generated during Angust did not tran-
slate into the highest-ever revenues may suggest
that transaction sizes have shrunk, for instance.
Another puzzling trend is seen in revenues from
goods imports that have shrunk four times this
year. Of course, the lower goods import bills re-
corded this year will reflect in lower GST intakes.
Hwever, imports hit a nine-month high of §58.6
billion in August, 10.75% owver July's import bill.
Yet, revenues collected in September were 5.7%
below the previousmonthskimy. This does not
add up. Authorities must dig deeper to check for
revenue beakages from Impaorts.

l-l alfway throwgh the financial year, India's
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Two out of five amphibians
are facing extinction threat
due to climate change: study

The Hindu Bureau
GLUWAHATI

A new paper analysing two
decades of data from
around the world has
found that climate change
Is emerging as one of the
bigmest threats o frogs, sa-
lamanders, and caecilians.

The study titled “Ongo-
ing declines for the workd's
amphibians in the face of
emerging threats” was pu-
blished on October 4 in the
seientific joumal, Nature.

The study is based on
the second global amphi-
hian assessment coordinat-
ed by the Amphibian Red
List Anthaority, a branch of
the Amphibian Specialist
Group of the International
Union for Conservation of
Mamure's Species Survival
Commission and managed
by Re:wild, a wildlife con-
servation group.

The assessment evaluat-
ed the extinction risk of
maore than B,000 amphi-
bian species from all over
the world, including & 286
species evaluated for the

rtfyophis govoesic, 2 spacies
af caecilian.

first time. More than LOOD
experts across the globe,
including scientists and re-
searchers from  Assam-
hased hiodiversity conser-
vation organisation, Aars-
nyak, and other Indian
institutions,  contributed
thedr data and expertise.

The data revealed that
two out of every five am-
phiblans are threatened
with extinction. These data
will be published on the
IV Red List of Threa-
tened Species.

Between 2004 and
20022, a few critical threats
have pushed more than
300 amphibians doser 1o
extinction, according o
the study. Climate change
was the primary threat for

39% of these species. This
mumber is expected io rise
as benter data and projec-
thons on speckes’ responses
to cdlimate change become
available. Climate change
is especially concerning fior
amphibians in large part
hecanse they are particu-
larly sensitive to changes in
their environment, the st
iy sabd.

“A  humans  drive
changes in the climate amd
o hahitats, amphibians are
hecoming climate captives,
unable to move very far
escape the climate change-
induced increase in fre-
quency and intensity of ex-
treme  heat, wildfires,
drought and hurricanes”
Jenmifer Luedike Swandby,
Re:wild's manager of spe-
cles partnerships sakd.

Habirat destruction and
degradation affect 93% of
all threatened amphibian
species, the authors polnt-
ed out while underlining
the importance of expand-
ed habitar and corridor
protection in the places im-
portant for biediversity.

Indian men seal Paris 2024 berth with gold medal

The dominant performance in the summit clash was the stamp of self-approval the team needed and

ASIAN GAMES HOCKEY

Uthra Ganesan
HANGZHOU

aptain Harman-
C preet Singh got his

second, and India's
fifth goal in the 59th mi-
nute and finally allowed
himself a smile. The result
was sealed, gold assured
and an Olympic ticket con-
firmed as the Indian men's
hockey team registered an
emphatic 51 win over de-
fending champion Japan to
reclaim the Asian Games
title here on Friday.

‘The title assured India
will now have the rest of
the period up to the 2024
Olympics to prepare with-
out worrying about the

pery road the team has
done well to avold.

It was also a moment of
finally laying the spectre of
2018 to rest. Despite the
Tokyo Olympics bronze
and a gradual rise in rank-
ings since then, the loss in
Jakarta has been an alba-
tross around the team’s
neck.

The dominating perfor-
mance in the final was the
stamp of self-approval the
team needed and gave
itself.

It started on a fast note
and staved so till the end.
India, ranked 12 places
above Japan, was the fa-
vourite. The Indlans kept
going up and into the cir-
cle. Everyone in the for-
ward line — Abhishek,

process or
planning around the quali-
fers. With the likes of Bel-
gium, Germany and Bri-
tain yet to qualify, the
+ qualifiers would be a slip-
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5 Mandeep,
Sukhjeet - tried but were
unable to get a shot at the
goal or break the Japanese
defence.

Abhishek produced a

brilliant chance from noth-
ing in the lith minute,
stealing the ball at halfline
and running away with it
before crossing inside but
Manpreet was unable o
control it.

Two PCs went waste (00
but the former captain
made amends, slotting in a
rebound from the top of
the cirdle in the 25th mi-
nute to break the deadlock
and Japan's resilience.

That was the opening
India needed and even
though the scoreline only
read 1-0 at half time — hard-
Iy 2 lead in modern hockey
— the proceedings on field
had India written all over
it.

The World No. 3 side
was fitter, stronger, more
skilled and dearly better
prepared for the big game.

Harmanpreet  finally
converted a PC in the 32nd
minute soon after resump-
tion, Amit got one of his

own four minutes later and
the first time Japan
reached anywhere close to
the Indian 23-yard circle
was in the last 30 seconds
of the third quarter.

Hardik was again the
Ilynchpin but every time he
moved up - or down - Vi-
vek Sagar Prasad and Su-
mit seamlessly stepped in-
to the role.

Nilakanta Sharma, as al-
ways, was the untiring
beating heart of the team,
everywhere all at once.
The Indian goalkeepers
kept themselves busy
screaming  instructions
from the back but had little
to do otherwise. And when
Abhishek stuck a brilliant
one in the 48th after being
put through by Hardik
from just outside the circle,
it was all but over.

The result: (ncia S {Nanproet 25,
Harmanpreet 32, 53, Robidas 36,
Abhizhek 48) bt Japan 1 {Tanaka
51)

mve itself after the loss in the Jakarta edition in 2018

by Sejesh, pose far 3 selfie shawing their gold medats. AN
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Sikkim flood
toll rises to 25;
search on for
143 missing
Press Trust of India
GEANGTOE/ JALPAIGLRI
Army and National Disas-

ter Response Force {(NDEF)
teams have recovered 25

bodies, including those of -

seven Army men, from the
shush and debris of the
flash flood which swept
through the Teesta river in
Sikkim, officials sald on
Friday.

The flood, which was
iriggered by a cloud burst
in the early hours of Wed-
nesday, also resulted in a
large number of people go-
ing missing. Officials sakd
143 are still missing though
some 2413 people have
been rescwed, and are in
shelters.

Sikkim Chief Minister
Prem Singh Tamang an-
nounced ex-gratia com-
pensation of ¥4 lakh o the
families of those who died
in the flash flood.

CONTINUED ON
® PAGE B

Sikkim flood toll rises to
25: search continues

He also declared an immediate relief of 2,000
each to all those who are being sheltered in relief
camps. “There has been damage worth thousands
of crores of rupees... Our first priority is to save
those who are stranded and provide them imme-
diate relief,” he told PTI. “Road connectivity bet-
ween districts has been cut off and bridges have
been washed away. Communication in North Sik-
kim has been severely affected,” Mr. Tamang said.
Of the 23 Army personnel who had gone mis-
sing from Bardang area, the bodies of seven have
been recovered from different areas downstream
while one had been rescued earlier. Search for the
rest of the personnel is continuing both in Sikkim
and the neighbouring northern part of West Ben-
gal through which the Teesta river flows, he said.
The Sikkim State Disaster Management Author-
ity (SSDMA) said in its latest bulletin that 25 peo-
ple have died so far and 143 have gone missing.
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